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In the 1700s, the era of the guillotine, red garments
were considéred distasteful. Red clothing became
available to the lower classes, and eventually was
identified with prostitution. Once these attitudes faded
however, synthetic coloring was discovered, and
cochineal production experienced a permanent decline,
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Cochineal production was not
eliminated completely, however,
Carmine red is still occasionally
used as a pigment in oil and
watercolor paints and cosmetics as
well as a dye for fabrics, food, and
medical slides. Lipstick and yogurt
are two common places to find
carmine today, often labeled £120.
Perhaps you have been an unwilling
entomophagist!
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