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Eventually only an empty shell of the cat-
erpillar is left. The wasp larvae chews
out of the skin, spins a cocoon and
pupates!

Why do they do it?

It is a form of parental care on the part of the
wasp, ensuring a higher survival rate for their
offspring. On a more
postive note, these parasitic wasps are good
for garden pest control when those caterpil-
lars are eating your vegetables...
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Then there are Gall-Making Insects,
a less gory form of parasitism. Usually the
insect does far less harm to the plant it
makes a gall in.

The gall-making insect injects chemical to
promote host plant to grow a gall. The plant
tissue forms a protective shell around the
larva that also provides food.

Gall-making insects actually make quite
beautiful galls!
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Sometimes the galls are even used for flower
arrangement as well as medicines.
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After all, maybe parasite is not as
horrible as the word sounds.
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(on predators that like to procrastinate)



